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Meetings with Children 

“When the chief priests and the scribes saw the amazing things that [Jesus] did, and 

heard the children crying out in the temple, ‘Hosanna to the Son of David,’ they became 

angry and said to him, ‘Do you hear what these are saying?’ Jesus said to them. “Yes…” 

(Mt. 21). 

 

Beneath and behind words, before and beyond sound, lies a language. This is the 

language of your body, your heart, your intuition. When you begin to really listen, you 

realize how vulnerable human beings are. We are so easily hurt. In a second, in a 

moment of inattention, in a wrong turn, or even with a single word, we can be damaged 

beyond repair. 

 

So we build big things. We gather nations and armies. We assemble vast companies and 

computer networks. We construct one thousand foot towers like the Salesforce Tower 

which can be seen a hundred miles away from here. We build temples and great 

cathedrals like this one. These distract us from the brute fact that life is short, our hold 

on this world is tenuous. 

 

This vulnerability is the reason for our social graces for the unspoken rules that govern 

how we interact with each other. We try to protect ourselves from this knowledge about 

our human weakness even if it simultaneously erects a barrier between us. 

 

When Jesus enters the temple he breaks these social rules. He wants us to see who we 

really are and so he upsets things. Ordinary people come to the temple to make 

sacrifices. In order to pay for the animals, bankers are there to exchange money. Jesus 

physically overturns their tables. In this way he does not just speak to their minds but to 

their whole selves. So often we treat this story as if it were a parable about capitalism or 

greed. 

 

According to this version of the story Jesus does not just heal the blind and the lame. In 

an amazing moment the children there see what he is really doing. They recognize who 

he really is and cry out “Hosanna to the Son of David” (Mt. 21)! This angers the adults, 
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the ones who maintain the greatness of the temple, the ones perpetuating the illusion 

of invulnerability. 

 

A wise theologian named Louis-Marie Chauvet writes, “To become a child… is to learn… 

to recognize others as like us in their very otherness; and simultaneously to consent to 

this radical otherness, outside of which there is no likeness.”1 

 

Tonight we celebrate the ministry of St. Dorothy’s Rest a retreat and camp that exists 

and continues entirely because of surprising moments when adults and children really 

listened to each other. 

 

It is named after Dorothy Pitkin Lincoln who died of tuberculosis at the age of eight. Her 

mother’s deep love led her to care for many children. One day she brought a young boy 

who had lost his leg in an elevator accident to a parade for President McKinley. There 

she introduced him to Melvin C. Meeker who owned a resort called Camp Meeker near 

the Russian River. Meeker gave the land for St. Dorothy’s Rest and the Lincoln’s cared 

for thousands of children who came there to experience healing in the natural world.2 

 

This inspiring work continues every summer. This is a place where it is safe to be 

vulnerable. It is one corner of this great earth where spiritual healing is always 

happening. 

 

Beneath and behind words, before and beyond sound, lies a language. This is the 

language of your body, your heart, your intuition. This week in your encounters with 

children, with each other, with complete strangers, I encourage you to listen in the way 

that the founders of St. Dorothy’s Rest did. 

 

Open your hearts to receive God’s surprising grace. And may the love of Jesus reconcile 

us to our vulnerability and inspire us with new joy. 
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