
that supports their faith and also teaches 
them to express that faith in day-to-day 
events. EfM is one way for them to gain 
that knowledge.

EfM offers a four-
year course, covering 
the basic subjects of a 
theological education: 
Old Testament, New 
Testament, Church 
History, and Theolog-
ical Choices (a study 
of theological trends 
and movements in 
the Church). Partici-
pants register for one 
year at a time. Stu-
dents meet locally in 
seminar groups of six 
to twelve participants 
and a trained men-
tor, who meet weekly 
for two to three hours 
during a nine-month 
academic year. 

Every baptized person is called to 
ministry. Education for Minis-
try (EfM) program, offered as an 

education-at-a-distance course by the 
School of Theology 
of the University of 
the South at Sewanee, 
provides Episcopa-
lians and others with 
the education to carry 
out that ministry. 

Lay persons face 
the difficult and of-
ten subtle task of in-
terpreting the rich-
ness of the church's 
faith in a complex 
and confusing world. 
As the Church con-
tinues to emphasize 
the importance of lay 
ministry, many lay-
persons have come to 
feel that they need a 
theological education 

QWhat is the ministry of the 
laity?

AThe ministry of lay persons 
is to represent Christ and 

his Church; to bear witness 
to him wherever they may be; 
and, according to the gifts given 
them, to carry on Christ’s work 
of reconciliation in the world; 
and to take their place in the 
life, worship and governance of 
the Church.

—“An Outline of the Faith,” 
Book of Common Prayer 



Participants are given weekly assign-
ments to study with the help of resource 
guides. In the seminars members have an 
opportunity to share their insights and 
discoveries as well as to discuss questions 
which the study materials raise for them 
through discussion and guided reflection.

By examining their own beliefs and 
their relationship to our culture and the 
tradition of our Christian faith, partici-
pants can learn what it means to be effec-
tive ministers in the world. 

The seminar is supported by a life of 
prayer and regular worship. EfM groups 
are encouraged to develop a pattern of 
worship appropriate to their situations. 
Liturgical materials are furnished with 
the course materials. 

The current one-year fee per student in 
a group with institutional sponsorship (a 
congregation or diocese) is $340, which 
pays for EfM materials and an honorari-

um for the mentor. 
EfM grants 18 Continuing Education 

Units (CEU) for each year of study. There 
are no examinations or papers. EfM does 
not grant college credits.

For more about EfM and seminar 
groups in your area, visit its website at 
www.sewanee.edu/EFM.

To learn more about Education for Ministry (EfM) at Grace Cathedral  

 contact Roberta Sautter at nixile@earthlink.net or Carol James at cmirabilis@yahoo.com 

www.sewanee.edu/EFM

Almighty and everlasting God, 
by whose Spirit the whole 
body of the your faithful 

people is governed and sanctified: 
Receive our supplications and prayers, 
which we offer before you for all 
members of your holy Church, that in 
their vocation and ministry they may 
truly and devoutly serve you; through 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, who 
lives and reigns with you, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen.       —Book of Common Prayer
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