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Better Kno w A Cathedr al: Meet Ms. Cather ine Stev ens

You see them bustling about at Sugdavicesat the Christmas Concés,and
Evensongbut how well do you know the staff of Grace Cathedral? In thismee
ries,”Better KnoA Cathedy” InQuire will introduce them to pu -- beginning with
Cathy Sterensa 30-year \eteran wlunteer at Grace Cathedral.

Q: We see you at Grace Cathedral all the time. What do
you do thee, and how long have you been with the
Cathedral?

A: 1 do many things at the Cathedral, especially li -
tur gical assistance at services. | serve as an usher for
various concerts, am a geeter, an acolyte, and gener
ally do whatever else is required to make services
flow smoothly . | have been at the Cathedral since
1961, and have served as a “full-fledged” and

pledged member of the Cathedral since 1982. During
the work-week, | am a Paralegal at the law firm of
Dennis P. Issac in downtown San Francisco.

Q: What inspired you to give so much of your life to the
Cathedral?

A: The beauty and splendor of the Gothic space and
setting in a large cosmopolitan city was magnificat! The need to offer spirituality to a br oken and
complex world on Nob Hill -- as a vehicle and servant to God -- to many diverse people of race, relig-
ion, and life experiences of faith - also drew me to Grace.



Q: What would you say was the most memorable event you witnessed at the Cathedral?

A: ltis difficult to pinpoint a single “memorable event.” | have witnessed several beautiful and awe -
some events. One that comes to mind is the memorial for Mimi Farina in 2001. Mimi Farina was Joan
Biaz's sister, and the founder of Bread and Rosga non-profit or ganization which brings fr ee music
and entertainment to those confined in hospitals, nursing homes, and prisons. Several artists of the
'60’s era sang, including, Judy Collins, Boz Scaggs and Huey Lewis, and spoke about Mimi’s life. At
the end of the service, doves flew aound the Cathedral, released flom outside the Gibertti Doors,
while Mimi’'s voice was amplified -- singing “Laughing at God.” It was spectacular!

Q: What was the funniest thing you've ever seen during your years of watching the Choir?

A: ltis always fun to see the boys running quickly to get in line for the pr ocession (or recession) --
and hurrying to fix one another ’s “r uffs,” or r uffled collars, before services!

Q: You have been in the Chsiaudience for so many hours. Do you have any advice/comments you'd like to
shae with the Choir or Choir community?

A: Continue to excel in your blend of voices with the men, and give your best fr om heart, mind, and
soul, to the Lord. He is the “best critic,” who knows your gift of voice to the gr eater world. Such ex
posure of angelic beauty brings many lost sheep to the chuich fold.

Many thanks to Cathy for her gracious insights and inspiration. And, next time you see her at the Cathedral -
as you suely will -- give her a hearty “hello” -- now that you “Better Knowuf Cathedral!”

HENR Y PURCELL: LESSO NS LEARNED FROM AC OMPOSER’'S LIFE
...AND DEA TH

Recently, in music class, the Choir boys learned about Henry
Purcell -- one of the most famous English Baoque composers.
Henry Pur cell composed many types of music including theat -
rical music, sacred music, and songs. He is most famous for:A
Song to V¢lcome Home His Majestyoim Windsorand They That
Go Down to the Sea in Shipss well as for his opera, Dido and
Aenas which contains two beautiful pieces -- "Lament and
"When | Am Laid in EartH

Born in 1659, Pucell lived his entir e life in London.!As a child
of six, he served as a chorister in the Chapel RoyalA musical
prodigy who began composing at the age of 9, he was ap
pointed the organist of Westminster Abbey at age 22,
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Unfortunately , his meteoric rise to musical fame was cut short by an early death when Henry was
only 36. There are several theories as to how Henry died so young. Some speculate chocolate poison
ing, while others believe he died of tuber culosis. A widely-held theory , however, is that Henry -- who
was a man-about-town -- stayed up late drinking with his buddies one wet, cold, London night, and
was locked out of his house by his infuriated wife, Francis. Thor oughly chilled fr om a night outdoors,
he succumbed to pneumonia, and died shortly ther eafter, on November 21st, 1695.

When asked what lessons could be derived from the life (and death) of Henry Pur cell, one choir boy
opined: “Marry a woman who drinks.” Yet another response was: “Fll your wife you'll be out late
studying at the library ,” One wonders how anyone could possibly doubt the merits of a pr oper musi-
cal education.

FAN MAIL (KEEP ITC OMING!)
Paise 6r Requiem withusic iy Gahiel fauie, sung B the ChgiNovember 11th

Here are some comments fom an audience member:

“Deeply moving and beautifully worked into the litur gy....”

“Really, really way mor e beautiful than!l've heard before anywhere....”
“The boys in!Pie!lJesu wee perfection....”

“Well,'l was emotionally spent, sobbing by the In!Paradisum.”

Thanks so much, VYG

I(Vance Geoge, Conductor Emeritus of the San Francisco Symphony Choir)




Transpir e - Special Datesto R emember

Call Out By
Tuesday, Nov. 20 Rehearsal (No Dinner Provided) 6:00 PM 8:00 PM
Thursday, Nov. 22 | HAPPY THANKSGIVING! (No choir duties) n/a n/a
Sunday, Nov. 25 No choir duties n/a n/a
Thursday, Nov. 29 | Evensong and Rehearsal 4:30 PM 8:00 PM
Sunday, Dec. 2 Eucharist (Lunch provided) 10:00AM 12:40 PM
Sunday, Dec. 2 Advent Pr ocession with Carols 2:00 PM 4:30 PM

InSpire

I Our lives shall not bewgeated fom
birth until life closes;
Hearts staive as vell as bodies;
give us beadput giwe us 0ses.

-Anonymous




