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SUE CRA WFORD AND F AMIL Y:  A CHOIR LEG A CY

Sue Crawford, two-time President of the Choir Guild, and Mother of Three Choir 
Boys,  talks about “ruffing it” in Choir days of yore, and what the Choir has meant 
to her family

The Crawford family moved to San Francisco from the 
UK in 1993 and Chris became a proby in the choir of 
men and boys in 1996, Will in 1998. They had a great 
experience with the choir and have remained close to 
choristers from other grades and their own since 
graduating fr om CSB. At high school Chris sang in 
three choirs and especially enjoyed accompanying 
singers on the piano. In college he has continued to 
study music and has now formed an a capella group at 
his university . This year Will had fun being a counsel-
lor at the Grace Choir Camp. It brought back happy 
memories of his times at the Bishop's Ranch and he 
was impr essed with the training and enthusiasm of the 
current choristers.

I served as Choir Guild President from 1995 to 1997 and in those days helping with choir dinners was 
a very dif ferent matter to today. It meant cooking at home for all the boys and transporting the food 
to the very inadequate old kitchen of f Gresham. I have memories of driving up and down the hills of 
San Francisco desperately trying to balance various casseroles on the passenger seat of my car and 
flowers in a vase on the floor (it was also a requirement to provide flowers for the choirmaster's ta -
ble). One evening, I helped a choir parent who had her mother send a dish all the way fr om Alabama 
because it was her grandson's favorite, and it certainly was delicious! The lighting was so poor in 
Gresham before the renovation it was hard to see what one was eating but the choir parents injected 
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some joie de vivre into the experience by trying to outdo each other with exotic desserts and by pro-
viding taped music (choral of course!) and wine for the choirmaster and cooking par ents to lighten 
the evening.

Although the choir did not tour during Chris and W ill's time with them, they cut several CDs and 
hosted many visiting choristers including British boys fr om Westminster Abbey, Eton college, Wind -
sor, and Winchester Cathedral and German boys from Hambur g Cathedral. The sacred music my 
boys learned and we listened to over the last 10 years in the Cathedral have had a profound effect on 
all our lives. One of our family's favorite things to do when everyone is home for vacation is to gather  
round the piano and sing and play our way thr ough the hymn books Chris and Will wer e given on 
graduating fr om the choir.

NO T-T O-BE-MISSED , CHORAL FESTIV AL THIS SUND AY:

This Sunday, October 28, at 3 p.m., Grace Cathedral will 
host the seventh annual Voices of America’s Future chil-
dren’s choir festival.  Founded as an expression of unity 
and hope following the events of September 11, this fes-
tival brings together choirs fr om all over the Bay Ar ea 
and beyond. This Sunday will include performances by 
Ragazzi, Chorissma, Ancora, and The Piedmont Choirs.  
In addition, the internationally acclaimed, avant-gar de 
choir, “Carmina Slovenica,” will be visiting fr om Slove-
nia.  (Our choir boys might be inter ested to know that 
Carmina Slovenica is an all-girl’s choir -- so comb down 
those cow-licks and look sharp!)

InQuir e has also learned that our own Choir of Men and Boys will be singing, Lloyd Stone’s “ This is 
My Song,” to the tune of " Finlandia," by Jean Sibelius.  They will also perform “I Would be True,” to an 
old Irish melody that many of you might mistake for “ Danny Boy.”  But before you belt out “ Oh, 
Danny Boy, the pipes, the pipes are calling...,” you may want to consult your pr ogram for the lyrics.  The 
tune is a very old one -- pre-dating boy Danny.

PROBIES NO MORE . . . 
This Thursday, the Choir will celebrate the “pr obies” who have successfully completed their pr oba-
tionary year, and made a commitment to being choristers.  These probationers, Kai, Liam, and Nicho-
las, will r eceive their well-earned, white surplices and be blessed as part of the Evensong service.  
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There will be a reception in their honor following Evensong.  Par ents, siblings, and special friends are 
welcome.  Congratulations, boys, and thanks for all your dedication and har d work!  

Tr anspir e - Special Dates to R emember

Call Out By

Thursday, Oct. 25 Investitur e of Choristers (Parent Reception) 4:30 AM 8:00 PM

Sunday, Oct. 28 Eucharist and Choral Festival (lunch pr ovided) 10:00 AM 4:15 PM

Thursday, Nov. 1 Evensong and Rehearsal 4:30 PM 8:00 PM

Saturday, Nov. 3 Funeral 2:00 PM 4:00 PM

Sunday, Nov. 4 No Boys for Morning Service (Clocks back 1 hour) n/a n/a

Sunday, Nov. 4 All Saint’s Processional 2:00 PM 4:15 PM

Saturday, Nov. 10 Requiem Rehearsal 9:00 AM 12:00 PM

 InSpire
    Suffering is the price of being alive, and it is music and
    singing and art that has helped me live through some
    of the most difficult things that have happened to me

    - Judy Collins
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